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GENTLEMEN, N 


2 T is with PD pleaſure I have ſeen you. 
endeavouring to give effect to the late Royal ** Procla- 
mation for the encouragement of Piety and Virtue, and 
jñ;or the preventing and puniſhing of Vice, Profaneneſs, 
and Immorality.” I thought it my duty to preach a 
ſermon upon the occaſion when the Proclamation firſt made 
its appearance, and now I take the liberty of laying it be- 
fore you in this public manner; not becauſe there is any 
thing peculiarly excellent in.it, but becauſe I am perſuaded 
every man is obliged to contribute all in his power to ftem 


the torrent of - iniquity which every where abounds. 3 | 
mean not, however, in this addreſs to dilate to you, but _ 


| only to ſuggeſt a feu things that might be of uſe to tile 
| morals of the people, if carried into execution with ten- 
8 and e. hs Hou Ipo then, that a 
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Sioclety, formed of the Magiſtrates, Clergy, and other 
principal Inhabitants, after the manner of thoſe in other 
parts of the kingdom, for the purpoſe of giving efficacy to 


the Royal Proclamation, might be productive of the moſt 
ſalutary conſequences. Various matters for the good of 


the town would naturally come under their con ideration. 
But nothing, I apprehend, can accompliſh a thorough re- 


the enormous ſums of money annually raiſed for the ſupport 
of the poor, ſo much, as keeping a watchful eye non the 
betty ale-houſes in every part of the town, and with-hold- 


ing the licence at the end of the year from all thoſe perſons 
that have been diſorderly. 


T heſe places of rendezvous are the bane of good morals, 
and a principal cauſe why many of our poor famitieg are 


theſe grievous nuiſances, they have ſoon felt a material 
alteration for the better, both in the manners of the people, 
and in the reduclion of the poor rates. Several inſtances 


= of this kind have been noticed i in the news-papers within 
the laſt three or four years. We have alſo an account 
from | Holland worthy the imitation” of our Engliſh magi- 


flrates. The magiſtrates of Amſterdam have iſſued 
orders that no maſter of any tavern or-ale-houſe, or any 


85 pany, or the fete of liquor i in ſmall quantities, be kept 


5 Penalty of twenty five orins. 
+. tis evident from Lord 'Sydney's letter to * ſerih of 


the wages of 4 iniquity, or the e artſing from un- 
4 * | . 2 


formation in the morals of the common people, and reduce 


become ſo burdenſome to the public. In thoſe towns ltere] 
the magiſtrates have had fortitude to reduce the number of 


at1 


© other houſe whatſoever, 'kept for the reception of com- 


<6 . open after the hour of nine o'clock at night, under the 5 


4 ths feveral © counties of England, that-government want not | 


If a third part of the pot houſes in this town, and in moſt 
other towns, were ſuppreſſed, it would be greatly for their 
benefit, and very advantageous to the community at 


blaſpheming that are committed in theſe ſhops of intquity is 


an eye and ear witneſs of their abominations. 


CF 1 


eceſjary ale and liquor licences, to enable them to defray 
he public expences. T rue policy requires that there ſhould 
e no more of theſe houſes than are abſolutely neceſſary. 


T he drunkenneſs, the lewdneſs, the curſing and 


large. 


aſtoniſhing, and wkat no man can believe that has not been 
Were I a 
| magiſtrate I could not with a good conſcience connive at 
their proceedings. I fhould conſider a large ſhare of the 
wickedneſs committed in theſe horrid haunts, theſe infernal 
abodes, as owing in a great degree to my omiſſions of duty. 
I would therefore have my ſpies in pay, who ſhould convey 
to me their diſorderly proceedings, and then at the time of 
granting licences, I would either with-hold them entirely, 
or bring the parties ſo offending under ſolemn engagements 
o reify their improper conduct. A few examples made 
now and then, would reduce the whole body of publicans 
to the greateſt order imaginable. You will pardon the 
freedom of this addreſs, and believe me to be with the 
atmeſt reſpect, 


Gentlemen. 
Your aſfectionate 
0 Humble ſervant, 


| David Hanz 
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Nu mBERS 25. 10— 13. 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Phineas, the ſon 
of Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron, the prieſt, hath turned 
my wrath away from the Children of Iſrael, while he 
was zealous for my ſake among them, that I conſumed 
not the Children of Iſrael in my jealouſy. Wherefore 
* Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace: and 
he ſhall have it, and his ſeed after him, even the cove- 
nant of an everlaſting priefthood ; becauſe he was zealous _ 
for his God, and made an atonement for the Children 


® weve): 


'P we examine the hiſtory of mankind, in the 

L ſeveral ages of the world, we ſhall find it uni- 
verſally true, that the number of virtuous characters 
has always been ſmall ; and the number of irreli- 
gious characters very large. Turn over the pages 
of profane hiſtory, and ſee the ſtate of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, and you will find them, in Aa 

general way, very corrupt in their morals, though | 
great and illuſtrious in the arts of peace: and war. 
33 Now 
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Now and then, indeed, we meet with a an amiable 
character among them, perhaps ten or a dozen in 
an age; but the number bears no proportion to 
the great bulk of the ignorant, wicked, and de- 
bauched part of the people. If we look into the 


ſacred hiſtory, and form our judgment of the ſtate Þ 
of human nature according to that unerring ſtand- 


ard, the view is almoſt equally melancholy. The 
number of virtuous and religious characters is ſome- 
what greater in proportion than in the former caſe, 
but yet very ſmall, when compared with the many 
millions of mankind. About fifteen or ſixteen 
hundred years after the creation. of the. world, 

God looked down upon the children of men to * 


what was going forward, and we all know what was 


the conſequence. Then again, about fifteen hun- 


dred years after the deluge, the ſame alwighty 


| 5 Being is repreſented as Iooking down upon the 
world, and he declares, that there was a general 


hk 5: apoltacy | from the paths of piety and virtue. After 


this again, about a thoufand years, we have 


another repreſentation of the fame kind by the 


5 apoſtle Paul, and he delivers his opinion of the 
ſtate of the world, i in the ſame language that David 


had done a thouſand. years before: There! ig nane 

| righteous,; no not ohe: there. is none; that underftarideth ;- 

lere is none that ſeeketh after God: they are all-gonecout | | 
of the way! they are together-become unpraſttable ; there 


is none that, doeti good, no not one. Their throatas:an | 
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open: ,ſepulchre'; - with their tongues, they. have ufed decent; 


the poiſon of 'afps:ts under tlieir lipsso whoſe mouth! is fall > 
f. curſing and bitterneſ. - T hrin:: feet are ſuiſt to Med 
* * 3 5 | blood. 
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Blood. Deſtruclion and miſery are in their Ways, and the 
way of peace have they not known : . there i is no fear of 
God before their eyes. 


Let it be here obſerved, however, that notwith- 
danding theſe ſtrong expreſſions, though in the 
ſtrict and legal ſenſe of the word, there never was a 


faultleſs character, our Lord's always excepted; yet 


there have been in every age a ſmall number of 


good men, who have ſhone as fo many lights in the 
world, and who have operated upon it as ſalt, to 
preſerve it from total degeneracy and corruption. 


And this ſmall number has in every age been con- 
ſidered as the favourites of heaven, and has actually 


been regarded as ſuch by the Almighty. We 


may call to mind ſeveral of thoſe whoſe names will 


be celebrated throughout all time. Tbere i is Abel, 


the firſt of martyrs: there is Enoch, "who walked 
with God: there 1s Noah and his fons) who were 
rigkteous only found: there is Abraham, the 
father of the faithful: there is righteous Lot, 
whoſe ſoul was grieved with the filthy converſation 
of the men of Sodom: there is Moſes, the law-_ 


l giver of the Jewiſh nation: there is Samuel, and 


David, and Elijah. and Eliſha, and Hezekiah, and 
Joſtah, and a long catalogue of. ather illuſtrious 
Worthies, whoſe names it would be tedious to 
mention. Tbeſe have all been bleſſings to the 
world in their day, and generation; and have 


| laboured, in their reſpective ſituations, to make 


mankind wiſer and better, with various ſucceſs. 
While they were upon earth God al ways regarded 


e anne pe e and now that 
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they appear no more among men, they are *. 
to partake their great reward. | 
A remarkable inſtance of this fort we have in 

the chapter fromwhence our text is taken. Phineas, 
the ſon of Eleazar, the prieſt, ſtands high in the | 
number of God's ſervants, and received honour and 2 
diſtinction from him, even in this world. Six | 
hundred thouſand males had come out of Egypt, 
all grown up to man's eſtate. They had grievouſly | | 
offended God by their repeated rebellions. He || 
ſware in his wrath they ſhould not enter into us reſt. | 
Near forty years they had now wandered in the | 
wilderneſs. The fix hundred thouſand men were 
moſt of. them dead. A few thouſands, however, 
ſtill remained. Another trial aroſe. By the 
advice of Balaam, the jeſuitical prophet, the people 
were ſeduced to commit fornication with the 
daughters of Moab. 'The Lord was diſpleaſed, 5 
and ordered many of thoſe to be put to death, who 
had been guilty, and flew the reſt with the plague, 
And the number of thoſe who died of the plague, 
on this melancholy occaſion, was twenty four thou- 
fand. Aſter this event God commanded Moſes 
and Eleazar to number the people again, as they 
had done forty years before at mount Sinai, and 

it appeared, that all the ſix hundred thouſand men, 
wo had come out of the land of Egypt, were dead, | 
except Moſes himſelf, Joſhua, the ſon of Yun, and 5 
Caleb, the ſon of Jephunneh. 
Now while Moſes and the reſt of the alles of 

| Iſrael were weeping and mourning before the Lord 
por the death of ſo: many of their brethren, a cer- 
tain man of the princes of Iſrael had the impudence 


* N 
- Ly 


— — | hed & at 


f 
d 


for the Suppreſſio on of Vice, 


11 


to bring one of the women of Moab to defile her, 


in the very fight of Moſes and the people, who 
were weeping before the Lord. Phineas, the ſon 


of Eleazar, with a noble zeal, roſe up, and took 
a javelin in his hand, and went to the tent where 
| theſe two wretches lay, and run them both through 


the body in the very act of uncleanneſs. _ 
The Lord was ſo pleaſed with this zealous ad, 


5 though it was ſomewhat irregular, that he addreſſed 


Moſes in the words of our text: And the Lord ſpake 
unto Moſes, ſaying, Phineas, the ſon of Eleazar, the | 


ſon of Aaron, the prieft, hath turned my wrath away from 


the children of Iſrael, while: he was zealous for my Jake | zh 


among them, that 1 In not the children ef Ifrael in 


my jealouſy. | 


From this piece: os ſacred Mara we may learn, 


that zeal in the cauſe of God and religion is highly 


pleaſing to the Almighty, and ſhall not go without 
its reward, certainly not in the future world, in 


many inſtances not even in this. Behold, I give unto 


him: my covenant of peace: and he ſhall have it, and his 


ſeed after him, even the covenant of an everlaſting prieſt: 
| hood; becauſe he was zealous for his God, and made an 
atonement for the children of Iſrael. 


It may be of uſe to conſider this a little more 
fully. J fay then, that zeal for the honour of. God 


and the obſervance of his laws, is highly acceptable 
to the Almighty, and infinitely becoming all his 

reaſonable creatures. For conſider, my brethren, WF 
what and who God is He is the creator of the 
world, and the conſtant benefactor of all the beings 
be Bath formed. He made us, he ee us, he 


| feeds 
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feeds us, he clothes us, he hath redeemed us, he 
fanctifies us, be hath prepared glory for us, and is 


daily preparing us for glory, and he hath promiſed 
to do for us ſar more abundantly: than we can even 
conceive. Now if God is all this in himſelf, and 

all this to us, judge ye what ought to be our feel- 


ings, our ſentiments, and our conduct, with reſpect 
to him; whether common ſenſe does not tell us, 


that we ought to fear, and love, and honour, and 


obey, and have x ſerious concern for the ho- 
nour of his Majeſty? Common ſenſe, I ſay, tells 
us this; and the Word of God hath defined and 
| limited, on the principles of the higheſt reaſon, 
the meaſyre and degree of our regard. T hou halt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, with alt thy 
wind, with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength. And 
does not this imply a burning zeal for the konour 

and glory of God, and for 'eyery thing that con- 
cerns him? Certainly it does. Where-ever, there is 
the love of God, there will be a concern ſor the 
| honour of God. His name, his word, his day, his 
credit, his laws, his authority, his ordinances will 
* near to our hearts. 


Nee whenever en thing 


Wet ind 4 of 8 


4 Wierd, c is irhured and 4 blaſgbeined, the. true lo- a : 
ver of God will take fire, his zeal will ariſe, and 
he will boldly. undertake to vindicate the henour of - 
His Majelty, it every way he conceives to be expe- 
dient. 
character of his ſovereign ? What true friend will 


What, loyal fubject will nat vindicate the 
not Juſtify the: conduct of his friend? Seng man 


lover 


lover of God, but he muſt, like Phineas before us, 


| have a zeal for his hononr. 


Now, my brethren, how ſtands it with us in this 
matter? We fay that we love God: but where 
are the proofs? Are we jealous of his honour? Are 
we grieved to ſee his name, his day, and his laws 


diſregarded? Do we pay proper attention to them 
ourſelves, and ſtrive what we can to make others do 


the fame? Vain, abſolutely vain, are all our reli- 
gious pretenſions and profeſſions without theſe ge- 
nuine fruits of faith, and love, and zeat. 
' We have already obferved, that the number of 
the wicked in all ages has been large, and the 
number of the truly pious has been ſmall. Is it 
not ſo among us, think you? We have great pro- 
fellions, and, no doubt, a conſiderable number of 


perſons among us, who both love, and fear God, 


and work righteouſnefs, But how many? Look 
into our ſtreets, ſearch our public houſes, go into 
our families and obſerve the ceconomy of them, and 


then tell me how many truly religious perſons you 
have found. I will be bold to ſay, that on ſuch a ſurvey 


as this, you will find the number of genuine, con- 
ſiſtent, religious characters ſo extremely ſmall, that 


you will be ſhocked and amazed. But ſmall as the 


number is, it is large enongh to put to confuſion all 
the ſons of Belial and the enemies of the Lord. O, 


if we had but half a ſcore Phineaſes among us, how 

would the generation of the ungodly hide their 
impious heads, ſkalk into corners, and bluſſ to 
meet a ſervant of the Lord? And cannot we find 
half a ſcore: perfons in this populous town, who 


G 
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—— 


— ——. . 
x , * 


14 on the Royal Proclamation: 
will riſe up againſt the evil doers, and ſand up 


againſt the workers of iniquity? It is well known, 


that drunkenneſs, ſwearing, and ſabbath-breaking, 
with a variety of other abominations, abound ex- 

ceedingly among us. The laws of the land, as well 
as the laws of God, are point blank againſt all ſuch 
vices. They only want a few zealous chriſtians, a 
| ſmall number of noble-ſpirited Phineaſes to ſee 
them put in execution. And our moſt gracious 
King, with a zeal that does him more honour than 
all the other acts of his life, has ſet us the example, 
and loudly calls upon all his ſubjeds to aſſiſt him in 
putting them in execution. Give me leave to call 


your attention to the Proclamation itſelf. 


London, june 3d, 1787. By the King. A 


Proclamation, for the Encouragement of Piety 
and Virtue, and for the preventing and N | 
of Vice, Profaneneſs, and Immorality. 


GEORGE R. 


oy init that We cannot expect the bleſ- 


Whereas We cannot but 
obſerve with inexpreſſible concern, the rapid pro- 
 grefs of impiety and licentiouſneſs, and that deluge 
of profaneneſs, immorality, and every kind of vice, 
which, to the ſcandal of Our Holy Religion, and 
to the evil example of Our loving ſubjects, hath 
broken in upon this nation; We therefore, eſteem- 
ing it our indiſpenſible duty to exert the authority 
committed to Us, for the ſuppreſſion of theſe 
ſpreading evils, ſearing leſt. they ſhould provoke 
God's wrath and indignation againſt Us ; and hum- 


Buy 
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of what degree or n ſoe ver, from playing on 
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ng and goodneſs of Almighty God (by whom 


kings reign, and on whom We entirely rely) to 


make Our reign happy and proſperous to Ourſelf 
and our people, without a religious obſervance of 
God's holy laws, to the intent that religion, piety, 
and good manners may (according to Qur moſt 


| hearty deſire) flouriſh and increaſe under Our Ad- 
miniſtration and Government, have thought fit, by | 
the advice of Our Privy Council, to iſſue Our Royal 


Proclamation, and do hereby declare Our Royal 
purpoſe and reſolution, to diſcountenance and pu- 


niſh all manner of Vice, Profaneneſs, and Immo- 


rality, in all perſons, of whatſoever degree or qua- 
lity, within this Our realm, and particularly in 
ſuch as are employed near Our Royal Perſon; and 
that, for the encouragement of religion and mora- 


lity, We will, upon all Occaſions, diſtinguiſh pe 


ſons of piety and virtue by marks of Our Royal 


favour. And We do expect and require that all 


perſons of honour, or in place of authority, will 


give good example by their own piety and virtue, 


and, to their utmoſt, contribute to the diſcounte- 
nancing perſons of diſſolute and debauched lives, 


that they being reduced by that means to ſhame and 
| contempt for their looſe and evil actions and beha- 


viour, may be thereby alſo enforced the ſooner to 


reform their ill habits and practices, and that the 


viſible diſpleaſure of good men towards them, may 


| (as far as poſſible) ſupply what the laws probably 


cannot altogether prevent. And we do hereby 
ſtrictly enjoin and prohibit all Our loving ſubjects, 


the 


16 On the Royal Proclamation 
the Lord's Day, at dice, cards, or any other game 
whatſoever, either in public or private houſes; or 
other place or places whatſoever: And, We do 
hereby require and command them, and every of 
them, decently and reverently to attend the wor- 
ſhip of God on the Lord's Day, on pain of Our 
higheſt diſpleaſure, and of being proceeded againſt, 

with the utmoſt rigour that may be; by law. And 
for the more effectual reforming all ſuch perſons, 
who, by reaſon of their diſſolute lives and conver- 
ſation, are a ſcandal to Our kingdom; Our further 
pleaſure is, and We do hereby ſtrictly charge and 
command all Our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices 
of the Peace, and all other Our Officers and Mini- 
ſters, both Eccleſſaſtical, and Civil, and all other 


Our ſubjects, to be very vigilant and ſtrict in the 


diſcovery, and the effectual proſecution and puniſh- 


ment of all perſons who ſhall be guilty of exceſſive 
drinking, blaſphemy, profane ſwearing and curſing; 


lewdneſs, profanation of the Lord's Day, or other 
diſſolute, immoral, or diſorderly practices; and 


that they take care effectually to ſuppreſs all pub- 


lic gaming houſes, and other looſe and diforderly 
houſes; and alſo all unlicenſed public ſhews, in- 
terludes, and places of entertainment, uſing this 


utmoſt caution in licenſing the ſame: alſo to ſup- 


preſs all looſe and licentious prints, books, ar Pub. 


5 lications, difperſi ing poiſon to the minds of the 
young and unwary, and to punifh the publiſhers 


and venders thereof; 'and to put in execution the 


ſtatute made in the twenty-ninth year of the reign 


of the late King Charles the Jecond, intitled, An 


— 
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LE Rb A.» SES LS LOR. ada 


for the Suppreſſion of Vice, 9 5 17 


AQ for the better obſervation of the Lord's Day, 


commonly called Sunday; and alſo an act of 
parliament made in the ninth year of the reign of 
the late King William the Third, intitled, ** An 
Act for the more effetual ſuppreſſing of Blaſ- 
phemy and Profaneneſs;” and alſo an a& paſſed 
in the twenty-firſt year of Our reign, intitled, 
An act for preventing certain Abuſes and Pro- 
fanations on the Lord's Day, called Sunday; and 
all other laws now in force for the puniſhing and 
ſuppreſſing any of the vices aforeſaid; and alſo to 
luppreſs and prevent all gaming whatſoever in 
public or private houſes on the Lord's Day; and 
likewiſe that they take effectual care to prevent all 
perſons keeping taverns, chocolate-houſes, coffee- 
houſes, or other public houſes whatſoever, from 
ſelling wine, chocolate, coffee, ale, beer, or other 
liquors, or receiving or permiting gueſts to be or 
remain in ſuch their houſes, in the time of Divige 
Service on the Lord's Day, as they will anſwer it to 
Almighty God; and upon pain of our higheſt diſ- 
pleaſure. And for the more effectual proceeding 


herein, We do hereby direct and command all 9 


Our Judges of Aſſize, and Juſtices of the Peace, to 
give ſtrict charge, at their reſpective Aſſizes and 
Seſſions, for the due proſecution and puniſhment 
of all perſons that ſhall preſume to offend in any 
of the kinds aforeſaid, and alſo of all perſons that, 
contrary to their duty, ſhall be remiſs or negligent 
in putting the ſaid laws in execution; and that 
they do, at their reſpective Aſſizes and Quarter 


Sellions of the Peace, cauſe this 9 3 Pro- 


B dlamatien 


L-- guilty of any of the offences aforeſaid, as they will 
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clamation to be publickly read in open court, im 
mediately before the charge is given. And we do 
hereby further charge and command every Miniſter 
in his reſpective pariſh church, or chapel, to read, 
or cauſe to be read, this Our Proclamation, at leaſt 
four times in every year, immediately after Divine 
Service; and to incite and ſtir up their reſpeQiv: 
auditors to the practice of piety and virtue, and 
the avoiding of all immorality and profaneneſs, 
And to the end that all vice and debauchery ma 
be prevented, and religion and virtue practiſed b 
all officers, and private ſoldiers, mariners anc 
others, who are employed in Our ſervice by ſe: 
and land, We do hereby ſtrictly charge and com 
mand all our commanders, and officers what 
ſoever, that they do take care to avoid all Profane 
neſs, Debauchery, and other Immoralities, and 
that, by their own good and virtuous lives and con 
verſation, they do ſet good examples to all ſuch a: 
are under their care and authority, and likewife 
take care of and inſped the behaviour of all ſuch ax 
are under them, and puniſh all thoſe who ſhall be 


. be anſwerable for the ill conſequerices oy Fe neg 
le THIN Fo nel 


Given at Our Court at st. 3 Ip the firf 
ap day of June, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
wy and eighty ſeven, in the wee 
i ee of Our reign. WS OTE 
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This is the Proclamation. Lord Sydney's Letter, 


which was ſent to all the ſheriffs in the kingdom, 


with the Proclamation incloſed, is to the lame pur- 


poſe, and is as follows: 


Copy of Lord Sydney's Letter to the ſeveral 


High Sheriffs of England, inclofing his Majeſty's 


Proclamation for the Suppreſſion of Vice and Im- 


Whitehall, June 23d, 1787, 
6 MSIE 3. 
In conſequence of the depredations which have 


been committed in every part of the kingdom, and 
which have of late been carried to ſuch an extent 
as to be even a diſgrace to a civilized nation; his 


Majeſty has thought it expedient again to iſſue his 
Royal Proclamation, directing the ſtrict execution 


of the laws which have been made, and are ſtill in 


force, againſt t the profanation of the Lord's Day, 
Drunkenneſs, Swearing and e and other 
diſorderly practices. 

« I tranſmit to you herewith 6x copies of the 
ſaid Proclamation; and I am commanded to ſignify 


to you his Majeſty's pleaſure, that you do take the 1 , 


moſt early opportunity of convening the Magi- | 
ſtrates within your county, and injoining them in 
the ſtrongeſt terms to purſue the moſt effeftual | 
methods for putting the laws in execution, and for 


encouraging all officers and perſons to exert their 
utmoſt diligence 3 in their ſeveral ſtations, for the 


prevention of ſuch dangerous offences. 
The inattention which ſeems of late to have 


been thewn in the granting licerices to Public 


e Houſes, 
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HFouſes, and other places of entertainment, without 
paying the leaſt regard to their ſituation, or even 
the character of the perſons who undertake their 
management, is amongſt others, a matter which re- 
quires an immediate conſideration, not only for 
remedying the evil upon future occaſions, but for 
diminiſhing the number of thoſe Public Houſes 
which do not evidently appear to be calculated for 
public utility and convenience. 

A am perſuaded, that I need not call upon you 
for your active aſſiſtance in the purſuit of meaſures 
To evidently calculated for the public good, as you 
muſt be convinced that the exertions of all per- 
ſons in authority are now become abſolutely and 
indiſpenſably neceſſary even for the preſervation 
of the lives and properties of his Majeſty's ſubjects. 
Here you ſee, my brethren, we are all called 
upon by the beſt of Kings to exert ourſelves in 
ſtopping the torrent of vice and immorality, which 
has overflown the land. Miniſters are called 
upon; magiſtrates are called upon; the nobility 


and gentry are called upon; all ranks and degrees 


of men are called upon, to contribute their weight 
and influence to ſtop the contagion. And ſhall you 
and I, who are bound by every tie of religion. and 


by all laws human and divine, to riſe up in defence 


of the injured rights of heaven; ſhall we baſely neg- 
lect the call, and ſuffer our poor unhappy fellow- 
mortals to drop down into hell without appriſing 

them of their danger? No; rather let us uſe every 


peaceable and likely means to give the Proclamation 


its due effect. A ſmall number of perſons, aſſo- 


ciated 
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ciated together in every town for this purpoſe, 
would ſtrengthen the hands of the Magiſtrates, and 
make the wicked flee before them. And a few 
examples made, and a few penalties inflicted upon 
tranſgreſſors would, at leaſt, have the deſirable effect 


of making the wretches drink, and ſwear, and blaſ- 
pheme, and profane the ſabbath in a leſs public 


manner. ' We have nothing more to do whenever 
we ſee a man drunk, hear a perſon {wear, or ob- 
ſerve any one to profane the ſabbath-day, but to 


learn the name of the offender, and peaceably and 
quietly go to a magiſtrate and lodge an informa» 


tion upon oath, and the magiſtrate is obliged ta 


iſſue a ſummons for the offender, and to make him 


pay the penalty by law appointed. If the offence 
is Drunkenneſs, the penalty is five ſhillings; if 
the offence is Swearing, the penalty is one ſhilling, 
two ſhillings, or five ſhillings, according to the 
rank of the perſon offending: if the offence is Sab- 
bath-breaking, the penalty is more or leſs accord- 
ing to the nature of it; a ſhoe-maker, is to pay 


three ſhillings and four pence for every pair of 


ſhoes he expoſes to ſale; a carter ox waggoner 


twenty, ſhillings: 2 butcher ſix ſhillings. and eight 
pence: a ſhopkeeper, barber, or hair-dreſſev five 


ſhillings. Theſe are the, penalties injoined by the 
laws of our country for the moſt common and noto- 


rious offences. And if any magiſtrate neglect 8 


refuſe to put the laws in execution there, is a 
penalty upon ſuch magiſtrate of five pounds i ahid 
if any eonſtable or other officer vegle. or ref 
to 910 his duty herein, there is à pe ala 
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officer of forty ſhillings. I mention all thefe c cir- 
cumſtances, my brethren, not to encourage you to 
be litigions? and ill-natured one towards another, 
but ſimply to inform ſuch well-difpbfed petfons 
among us as are grieved at the abe rain of the 
wicked, and ate inclined, if they knew how, to do 
their duty in putting a ſtop to the reign of ſin and 
' wickedneſs, And I would not only encourage, 
but earneſtly exhort all perſons who fear God, and 
have a love to their king and country, to make a 
conſcience of informing againſt every tranfgreffbr. 
It is a falſe tenderneſs that prevents us. "It 5s 6 
tenderneſs that brings guilt upon our own ſouls. 
It is a conduct that is in di rect oppoſition to the 
word of God, Thou Malt i in no wiſe ſuffer fin upon 
thy brother. If then we fee or hear our fellow- 
creatures do the thing that is wrong, without ufing 
. proper! means to prevent the ſame in future, we 
are ſinners againſt God and tranſgrefs the royal 
law of not doing as a wife man would wiſh to 
be done unto. I fay then, All our connivance 
3. the ſins and abominations of the times 
z sͤ falſe tendernlefs; nay, it is a wicked tender- 
neſs: it is Worſe that the tendernefs of not 
A\jaking and drfſturbing a family in bed when the 
Houſe is Th flames all around them. For however 
hard and eruel tranſgreſfors may think the law to 
be, it 18 a ſyſtem of charity calculated to do good 
and to prevent crimes, and not a Iren of malice 
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love and fear God. and have a concern far his ks. 
nour and the ſalvation of your own ſouls, fhake 
off lukewarmneſs and indifference. Weigh well 
the conduct of Phineas, and the warm approbation 
that God expreſſed of it. Conſider that this one 
zealous act of his put a ſtop to the plague and ſaved 
many thouſands of lives. Reflect at tlie ſame time 
upon the abhorrence which our Saviour expreſſes 
againſt the people of Laodicea for their cool and 
languid indifference in the things of God: I tnow 
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would 
thou wert cold or hot. So then becauſe thou'art tukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpew thee out of n my mouth. 
Rouſe up, therefore, my brethren. Ariſe 
and ſhake yourſelves from your floth and care- 
leſsneſs. Save your own ſouls and them tha 


| live around you. . Conſider the pattern of our 


great Lord and Maſter. How active, how zealous, 
how vigorous, how devoted was he! He went aboy 
doing good; yea, he was ſo zealous in it, that even 
his friends agate him gone out of, his mind? 
How unlike to him are the generality o of Chriſtians? : 


II we attend church or meeting, and receive the 


ſacrament, and ſay our prayers: and if with all 
this we give a trifle to the poor now and then, we 
fondly ſuppoſe we have done our duty, and are in 

the high road to felicity. | 
. But, be not deceived, my brethren. The reli- 
gion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour is a more 
important matter than all this ſuppoſes, and a 
much deeper thing. It is an inward and outward 
Work. It * the heart, the foul, the will, the 
under- 
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underſtanding, the affections; and it reforms, re- 
neus. refines, and regulates the whole tenor of a 
mans bt... 
Let us all, therefore, in our reſpective ſtations, 
ſtrive to become truly religious, and ſo to conduct 
_ ourſelves as to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things. Are we miniſters of the goſpel of 
Chriſt? Let us take heed unto ourſelves, and unto our 
 doftrine, and continue in them; for in doing this we ſhall 
both ſave ourſelves, and them that hear us. Are we 
magiſtrates? Let us remember to be a terror, not 
to good works, but to the evil. Arè we men of opu- 
lence and influence in the world? Let us tremble 
for ourſelves, and recolle& who it is that hath 
ſaid, It is eaſter for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 


heaven. Are we maſters of families? Let us en- 


deavour to rule well our own houſes, having our children 
in Jubjeftion with all gravity. Are we huſbands? 
Let us love our wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved the 
_ church. Are we wives? Let us ſubmit ourſelves unto 
our own huſbands . as unto the Lord. Are we children? 


Let us obey our Parents in the Lord; for this is right. 


Are we ſervants? Let us be "obedient to them that 
are our maſters according to the Feſt, with N25 will 
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we. por? hen let us 1 to be fich in faith, 


that me may become heirs of the kingdom which God 
hath. . to them that love lim. F. be Fo 
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are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any pratſe, think on theſe things. And the very God 
of peace ſanflify you wholly: and I pray God, your 
whole ſpirit, and foul, and body, be preſerved . 
unto tie coming s of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Human Laws againſt Sabbath- breaking. 


Y the 1 El. c. 2. All perſons ſhall diligently 
and faithfully, having no lawful or reaſonable 1 
excuſe to be abſent, endeavour themſelves to 
reſort to their pariſh church or chapel accuſtomed, 
or upon reaſonable let thereof, to ſome uſual place 
where common prayer and ſuch ſervice of God 
ſhall be uſed, in ſuch time of let, upon every 
Sunday, and other days ordained and uſed to be 
kept as holidays, and then and there to abide 
orderly and ſoberly, during the time of the common 
prayer, preaching, or other ſervice of God there to 
be uſed and miniſtered; on pain of puniſhment 5 
by the cenſures of the church, and alſo upon pain 
that every perſon ſo offending ſhall forfeit for 
every ſuch offence 12d, to be levied by the church- 
wardens of the pariſh where ſuch offence {halt 
be done, to the uſe of the poor of the ſame pariſh, 
of the goods and lands of ſuch offender, by 1 of 
. 
By the 23 El. c. 1. XP Every perſon 5 
the age of ſixteen years, which ſhall not repair to 
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ſome. church, chapel. or uſual place of common 
prayer, but forbear the ſame contrary to the 1 El. 
c. 2. and be thereof lawfully convidted, ſhall for- 
feit to the queen 20l. a month. 
By the 1 J. c. 22. No ſhoe maker mal we 
to the intent to put to ſale, any ſhoes, bogts, 
_ bufkins, ſtartops, flippers or pontofles, upon the 
Sunday; on pain of forfeiting 3s. 4d. a pair, and 
the value thereof; to be recovered at the aſſizes, 
ſeſſions, or leet; one third to the king, one third 
to him who ſhall ſue, and one third to the town or 
lord of the leet where the offence mall be com- 
mitted. f. 28, 46, . 5 
By the 36. c. 1. Foniunch as the Lord's ay ' 
commonly called Sunday, is much broken and ; 
_ profaned, by carriers, waggoners, carters, wain-men, 
butchers, and drovers of cattle, to the great diſ- 
honour of God and reproach of religion; it is 
enacted, that no carrier, with any horſe or horſes, 
nor waggon-men with any waggon or waggons, nor 

car- men with. any cart or carts, nor wain- man with 

any wain or wains, nor drovers with any cattle, 

ſhall by themſelves or any other travel upon the 
ſaid day, on pain of 208. or if any butcher, by 
_ himſelf, or any other for him by his privity or 
conſent, {hall kill or fell any victual on the ſaid 
day, he ſhall forfeit 6s. 8d. The fame being done 
in the view of any juſtice of the Peace, mayor, or 
other head officer of any city or town corporate, or 
proof on oath of two witneſſes, or confeſſion: to 
be levied by a conſtable or churchwarden, by war- 


rant of ſuch B or head e 1 diſtreſs and 
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ale; or the ſame may be recovered, by any per- 
ſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame, by bill, plaint, or 
information, in any of his majeſty's courts of record, 
in any city or town corporate, before his majeſty's 
Juſtices of the peace in their general quarter ſeſſions 


of the peace: the ſame to be employed to the ufe 


: of the poor of the pariſh where the offence ſhall be 


committed ; faving only that it ſhall be lawful for 


ſuch juſtice, mayor, or head officer, out of the ſaid 


forfeitures to reward ſuch perſon as ſhall inform 
or otherwiſe proſecute as aforeſaid, ſo as ſuch re- 


ward exceed not the third part of the forfeitures. 
| Proſecution to be in ſix months. And provided, 


that this act ſhall not in any ſort abridge or take 
1 the authority of the court eccleſiaſtical. 


By the 29 C. 2. c. 7. All perſons ſhall on 


every Lord's day apply themſelves to the obſerva- 
tion of the ſame, by exerciſing themſelves thereon 


in the duties of piety and religion, publicly and 
privately: and no tradefman, artificer, workman, 
labourer or other perſon whatſoever, ſhall do or 
exerciſe any worldly labour, buſineſs or work of 
their ordinary callings on the Lord's day or any 


part thereof (works of neceſſity and charity only 


n „ their 


excepted) : and every perſon being of the age of 
| fourteen years and upwards, offending in the pre- 
miſes ſhall forfeit 58. And no perſon ſhall pub- 
licly cry, ſhew forth, or expoſe to ſale, any wares, 
merchandizes, fruit, herbs, goods or chattels hat- 
ſoever, upon the Lord's day, or any part thereof; 
on pain of forfeiting the fame. And no drover; | 
: horke courler. nen Waun, higler or any of 1 
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their ſervants, ſhall travel or come into Tip or 
their inn or lodging, upon the Lord's day or any 
And no perſon 
ſhall uſe, employ or travel upon the Lord's day, 
with any boat, wherry, lighter or barge (except it 


part thereof; on pain of 20s. 


be upon extraordinary occafion, to be allowed by 


| A juſtice of the peace of the county, or head officer 
or ſome juſtice of the peace of the city, borough or 


town corporate where the fact ſhall be commit- 
And if any perſon offending 
in any of the premiſes, ſhall be thereof convicted 
before any juſtice of the peace of the county, or 
chief officer or juſtice of the peace of the city, 


borough or town corporate where the offence ſhall | 


be committed, on view or confeſſion or oath of one 


witneſs; the ſaid juſtice or chief officer ſhall give 

| warrant to the conſtables or churchwardens of the 
pariſh. where the offence ſhall be committed, to 
ſeize the ſaid goods cried, ſhewed forth, or put to 
ale as aforeſaid, and to ſell the ſame ; and to levy 
the ſaid other forfeitures or penalties by diſtreſs 
and ſale; and in default of ſuch diſtreſs, or in caſe 
of inſufficiency or inability of the ſaid offender to 
pay the ſaid forfeitures or penalties, that then the 
party offending be ſet publicly in the ſtocks, by the 
And all the forfeitures or 
penalties aforeſaid ſhall be employed and convert- | 
ed to the uſe of the poor of the pariſh where the 


offence ſhall be committed ; ſave only that ſuch 


Juſtice mayor or other head officer may reward the 


informer out of the ſame, not exceeding the third 
But this ſhall not extend to the prohibiting 
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of dreſſing of meat in families, or dreſſing or ſell- 


ing of meat in inns, cook's ſhops, or victualling 


houſes, for ſuch as otherwiſe cannot be provided; 
nor to the crying or ſelling of milk, before nine of 
the clock in the morning, or after four of the clock 
in the afternoon. Proſecution for the ſaid offences 
to be in ten days. e 


Divine Laws againſt Sabbath- King. 


Rewarthes the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 
Six days {halt thou labour, and do all thy work: 
but the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the Lord thy 
God: in it thou ſhalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor 
thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor thy ſtranger 


that is within thy gates: for in fix days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in 


them is, and reſted the ſeventh day: wherefore 


the Lord bleſſed the labbath-day, and hallowed it. 


Ex. i 

Six days thou ſhalt do thy work, and on the 
ſeventh day thou ſhalt reſt, that thine ox and thine 
aſs may reſt, and the ſon of thine hand-maid, and 
the ſtranger may be refreſhed—that thy man- 
ſervant and thy maid-ſervant may reſt as well as 


thou. Ex. 23. 12 and Deut. 5. 14. 


If thou turn away thy foot from the ſabbath, 
from doing thy pleaſure on my holy day, and call 


the ſabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, ho- 


nourable, and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine 


| own ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor 
| 8 thine own words; then ſhalt thou delight 
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thy ſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride 


upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee 
with, the heritage of Jacob thy father. II. 58 


"Hills Lars again Swearing. 


By the 19 G. 2 2. c. 21. If any Peron all; pro- 
fanely curſe or ſwear, and be thereof convicted 
on the oath of one witneſs before one juſtice of the 
peace, or mayor of a town corporate, or by con- 
feſſion; every perſon ſo offending ſhall forfeit as 
| followeth; that is to ſay, every day labourer, com- 
mon ſoldier, common failor, and common ſeaman, 
18.;, and every other perſon under the degree of a 
_ gentleman, 2s. ; and every perſon of or above the 
degree of a gente 58. And if he ſhall after 
conviction offend a ſecond time, he ſhall forfeit 
double; and for every other offence after 2 Tecand 
conviction treble. f. 1. 

But if he do not immediately pay doun the 
ſam ſo forfeited, or give ſecurity to the ſatisfacion 
of the juſtice or mayor before whom the convigion 
is made; ſuch juſtice or mayor ſhall commit the 
 offetider to the houſe of correction, there to remain 

and be kept to hand labour for the {pace of ten 
days. ſ. 4. 

And if ſach juRive « or mayor ſhall wiltally and 
wittingly omit the performance of his duty, A 
execution of this ad; he ſhall forfeit 5l. half to the 
juntormer, and half to the poor of the pariſh where 
Ke ſhall reſide; to be recovered: in any of his ma- 
Feb courts of record at Weſtminſter. £6. IG 4 


C 


e And if any conſtable or other peace officer ſhal 
vilfully and wittingly omit the performance of his 
duty, in the execution of this act; and be thereof 
onvicted by the oath of one witneſs, before one juſ- 
tice or mayor as aforeſaid ; he ſhall forfeit 40s. to be 


and if he have not ſufficient goods whereon to levy 


abour for one month. f. 7. 
No perſon ſhall be proſecuted « or troubled for 


proved or proſecuted within eight days next after 
the offence committed. ſ: „ 


Divine Laws again} Swearing. 


Thoa ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
leſs that taketh his name in vain. Ex. 20. 7. 


old time, Thou ſhalt not forſwear thyſelf, but {halt 
perſorm unto the Lord thine oaths : but I ſay unto 


z0d's throne : nor by the earth; for it is his foot- 


he great King. Neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy 


-, head, becauſe thou canſt not make one hair white 
"a or black. But let your communication be, Vea, 
1e Pea; Nay, nay; for whatſoever is more than theſe | 
E 


cometh of evil. Mat. 5. 33—37- 


But above all things, my brethren, felis not; 


newer * heaven, neither by che earth, neither by 


nd | -24- Mn. any 
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levied and 1ecovered by diſtreſs and ſale, and to be 
diſpoſed of half to the informer and half to the poor; 


the ſame, ſuch juſtice or mayor ſhall commit him | 
o the houſe of correction, to be kept to hard 


any offence againſt this ſtatute, unleſs the ſame be 


od in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 


Ve have heard that it hath been ſaid by them of 


you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is 


ſtool: neither by Jeruſalem; for it is the city of 
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any other oath; but let your yea be yea; and 


pour nay nay; leſt ye fall into condemnation, 
James 5. 12. 


2 oe *l 
8 — — 8 
A "x * 
r — 


Verſes addreſſed to Swearers. 


| SAY, ye proud mortals, full of raſh preſumption, 
What madneſs tempts you to provoke your Maker? 
Tell me what * what delight you find in 
Wanton profaneneſs 


Feel you no awe, no tremor at your heart-ſtrings, 

When in wild curſes you invoke his vengeance, 

| When 2885 call * VAH to confirm a trifle, 
Often a del 
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None but the fooliſh palliate your folly ; - 

None excuſe your guilt but thoſe who are guilty ; 
| For the law, utter d from the burning mountain, | 
5 Holds you. not In 


S — 
1 — > 
2 - 


Os 
* 
* 
10 F 
{ta 
* * 
: 
i 
U 
1 
4 
. 
F 
e 
7 
. 
4 
5 
z 
' 
vo 
it 
1 
il 
1 
1 
» 


159 | 
0 4 
14 is 1 
N : 
1 4. 
J ** 5 

1 
$4 
A 
. 1 
1 ö x 
. * 
FY 4 
3 
2 
1 


4 : 

* 

# 
1 
+. 
Þ 


rr 
* LW - 


Think on the bleſſings daily ſhower'd upon you ; 

Think on the patience of affronted mercy ; 

Then dare with oaths and horrid imprecations 
Bill to abuſe it 


Dream not the thunder of Almighty vengeance 
Sleeps to no purpoſe :—pity diſregarded 
Frowns at How juſtice, and, with ten- fold anger, 
Smites the delinquent! 


— — 
A 


Ol! had 1 language ſtrong enough to move you; : 
Teach me, kind heaven, and give me words perſuaſive, | 


Strongly e and of korce to foſten- be 
E Hearts adamantine! In 
of 


5 Chriſtians Tl call you! Py ! deſerve the dle) 
And by that name beſeech you to be ſerious, | 
Blufh at your 1 ang adore divine love, Ir 

| Dying to fave you . 

Dyi! 


An Appendix 37 


an 0 | Dying to make you candidates for glory, 
Life never ending, bliſs un-interrupted, 


Say, love, and motives ſuch as theſe rejected, 
What muſt await you t 


ls it not ſtrange, a ſeeming contradiction; 
Men, men of ſenſe, profeſſing to be chriſtians, 
Now with loud tongues, and touch'd with holy fervour, 
Praiſe their Creator: 


That theſe very men, men 107 ſenſe and chriſtians, 
Now, ſhould not tremble to blaſpheme his name, by 
Oaths, and raſh curſes, calling on perdition 
Quick to devour them? 


Angels and pow'rs that wait around the Godhead, 
Pauſe - ere they utter the dread name tremendous, 
Veil their bright _ and with awe profoundeſt 


Bend to adore it it. 


ſhood! 


iltlef; What then, ſhall mortals riſe in arms againſt him, 
| Frail duſt and aſhes riſe againſt JEHOVAH! 


And with wild ſury, more than kelliſh madneſs, 
Dare to profane it! 


uſe it Tremble, raſſ ſinners; let ſevere reſlection 
Strike thro' your proud ſouls; leſt the ling'ring cages, 


Arm'd with the | FED of affronted mercy | 
Fall ee | 


i © i Laws EO Dr I" and Ti ling. 


| By the Py c. 5, &c, Every perſon which ſhall 
285 id with- 
be drunk, ſhall forfeit 5 ſhillings, to be pat 
ntine in one week next after his conviction for the uſe - 
of the poor. And if he refuſe or be not able to 
Pays he thall be committed to the ſacs for the 


% 
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For the ſecond offence he ſhall be bound in 
an obligation of 10 pounds for his good behaviour. 
If any alehouſe keeper ſhall be convicted of 
ſuch offence, he ſhall be diſabled to keep any ſuch 
alehouſe for the ſpace of three years. 

If any alehouſe-keeper, Kc. ſhall permit tipling 
other than is by law allowed he ſhall forfeit 10 
ſhillings to the poor, and be diſabled from keeping 
any ſuch alehouſe for the ſpace of three years. 
And if any perſon ſhall continue drinking or 
 tipling in any inn, Kc. he ſhall forfeit 3s. 4d. to 
the poor: and if he be unable or unwilling to Pay, 
he ſhall be ſet in the ſocks for four hours. 

If any alehouſe-keeper ſhall be convicted of 
| ſuch offence, he ſhall be diſabled from keeping 

any ſuch alehouſe for the ſpace of three N 


Divine Lone . Drunkenneſs. Y 


Woe unto them that riſe up early .in the morn- 
ing that they may follow ſtrong drink, that con- 
tinue until night till wine inflame them! 

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, 
and men of n to mingle ent drink. If. 
3. Lhe Re. 


” Drankards thall notinherirthe kingdom of God. 
©; Cor. 6. „„ 


as tows again ee 


By the 18 El. c. 3. Concerning baſtards be- 
gotten and born out of lawful matrimony it is 
enacted, that the juſtices of the peate ſhall take 


order as well for the * puniſhment of che mother 
| and 


ler 


heart. 
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and reputed father, asfor the relief of the pariſh by 
charging fuch mother or reputed father with the 
payment of money weekly, or other ſuſtentation 
for the relief of fuch child, as to them ſhall ſeem 


Meet. 


And by the 7 1. "BS Every lews woman 
which ſhall have any baſtard which may be charge- 
able to the pariſh, the juſtices of the peace ſhall 
commit fuch lewd woman to the houſe of correc- 


tion, there to be punithed and ſet on work, dur- 


ing the term of one whole year; and if the offends 
ſo again, then to be committed to the ſaid houfe 
of correction till ſhe finds ſureties for her good 
behaviour. 


e Laws againſt Lewdngſs. 


Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. Ex. 20. 14. 
Whoſoever looketh on a woman to luſt after her, 
hath committed adultery with her ebay 4 in his 


Mat. 5. 28. 
Whoremongers and adulterers God will | judge, 


_ Heb. 13. 4. 


Neither fornicators, nor adutterers, nor effe- 


minate, nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind 
hall inherit the kingdom of God. 


1. Cor. 6. 1 


4 | 


If thy right eye offend FE ah it out, . ad A 
N aal it from thee; for it is profitable for thee that 
ane of thy members ſhould periſh, and not that 
thy whole body ſhould be caſt into hell. And if 

| wy Fg hand * thee, eut it off, and caſt it 


from 


Beg 
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from thee; for it is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members ſhould periſh, and not thatthy whole 
body mould be caſt into hell. Mat. 5. 9, 30. 


The Wy on of a zue of peace. 


He! is to conſerve the peace in ſuch or ſuch a 
Aiſtria, and to keep, as well as cauſe to be kept, 
all ordinances and ſtatutes made for the good of 


the peace, and the conſervation thereof, &c. and 
to chaſtiſe and puniſh all perſons in the ſaid 


diſtrict, offending againſt the form of wal ea 
nances and ſtatutes, .. 


Out i of a conſtable. 


be apprehended—to ſee that the ſtatutes made for 


ing within his bounds and limits, be duly put in 


execution to have a watchful. eye to ſuch perſons 


as ſhall maintain or keep any common houſe or 
place where any unlawful game is or ſhall be uſed 


places; or ſhall uſe or exerciſe any unlawful games 


all and every the offences done contrary to the 
ſtatutes made to reſtrain the inordinate haunting 
and tipling in inns, ale-houſes, and other victual- 
© lingthouſes, and for-reprefling of drunkenneſs — 
and that he is well and duly, according to his 


He is to uſe his endeavour that night-walkers 


punithing vagabonds, and ſuch idle perſons, com- 


'—Aas alſo, to ſuch: as ſhall frequent or uſe ſuch | 


there or elſewhere, contrary to the ſtatutes — to 
preſent at the aſſizes, ſeſſions of the peace, or leet, 


knowledge, 
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knowledge, power, and ability, to do and execute 
all other things belonging to a conſtable's othce, 


The oath of a church-warden. 


You ſhall ſwear truly and faithfully to execute 


the office of a church-warden, within your pariſh, 
and according to the beſt of your ſkill and know- 


ledge preſent ſuch things and perſons as you know _ 
to be preſentable 10 the laws eccleſiaſtical of the 
realm. a, 


Societies. 


The firſt Society formed for the reſormation of 


manners was In the beginning of the reign of King | 
William the third, if I miſtake not. It conſiſted } 
of only five or fix private perſons. Some time 


after it received a great addition of perſons of emi- 


nency in the law, Members of Parliament, Juſtices _ | 


of Peace, and conſiderable Citizens of London, 


who frequently met to conſult the beſt methods for 


carrying on the buſineſs of reformation. Theſe 


have brought to puniſhment for ſwearing, drun- 


kenneſs, and profanation of the Lord's-Day many 


thouſands of offenders in London and Weſt⸗ 


minſter. "= 
A ſecond Society, confiting of bot fifty per- 


ſons, tradeſmen and others, have applied them- 
ſelves. to the ſuppreſſion of lewdneſs. | Theſe, in 


the beginning of this century, had actually ſup- 


| 1 at the ee of the Lord-Mayor 


Yr "I 
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and Court of Aldermen, 500 diforderly houſes, 
and cauſed to be puniſhed fome thonfands of lewd 
perſans, beſides ſwearers, drunkards, and profaners 
of the Lord's day. 

A third Society is of conables who meet to 
conſider of the moſt effeAual way to diſcharge 
their oaths, to acquaint one another with the diffi- 
culties they meet with, to reſolve on proper reme- 
dies, to divide themſelves in the feveral parts of 
the city (of London) fo as to take in the whole to 
the beſt advantage, for the inſpecting of diſorderly 
houſes, taking up of drunkards, lewd perſons, 228 
faners of the Lord's day, and ſwearer s. 

A fourth rank of men, who have been ſo highly 
inſtrumental ; in reforming the manners of the com- 
mon people, are thoſe, who, from diſintereſted mo- 
tives, have aſſociated together to encourage and 
ſupport each other in lodging informations againſt 
all the tranſgreſſors of the law, of what rank or 
degree ſoever they may be. 

: Same prudential a af that have been recom- 
mended to thoſe that give information againſt pro- 
faneneſs and debauchery in and about the cities of 
London and Welter, and other n of the 
kingdom. , | 
1. Togiveno informatics where. the matter of 
fact is any ways doubtful, Particularly as to drun- 
N kenneſs to uſe caution and prudence in the judg- 
ing when a man is drunk, Though a man that 
capnot ſtand upon his legs, or that reels or ſtag- 
gers as he goes along t R and is heard to 
kaulter e in hi * unleſs in caſe of 
Jome 


may not be prevented by buſineſs or any atcidents | 
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ſome known natural infirmity or defect, may or- 
dinarily be preſumed to be drunk. 


2. As to profane ſwearing and carfifs, it may be 


_ adviſable, that they remember the words of the 


oath, or curſe, that they may be able to repeat 
them if it be required. 

3. As to the profanation of the Lord's day, by the 
exerciſe of any trade, or ordinary calling, to inform 
againſt ſuch as they ſee offending by the weigh- 


ing. meaſuring, bargaining for, or delivery of 
goods, or receiving money for them; as alſo 
againſt bakers appearing in the ſtreets with their 
| baſkets, or barbers with their pot, baſon, or peri- 


wig-box ; ſhoemakers, taylors, hatters, or other | 
tradeſmen, carrying out their work and ware; and 


againſt all kind of manual labour, FROM in caſes 5 


of neceſſity and mercy. 
4. As to the expoſing goods to fale on the 
Lord's day; if it be by thoſe who live in cellars, 


not to inform againſt them unleſs they are ſeen to 


ſell their goods, becauſe ſuch perſons have ſome 
pretence for keeping open their cellar doors, or 
windows, for the benefit of the light, or air ; but 


if any wares, fruits, &c. be expoſed without or 
above ſuch doors or windows, or in any ſhops with 
the windows open, or upon ſtalls, whether belong- 
ing to the perſons that own ſuch goods or not, and 


though there be nothing ſeen to be ſold, theſe are I 


| ſufficient grounds for information. 


5. To give their informations, which it may be 
adviſable 71 they ſet down in writing, to magi- 
ſtrates as ſoon as they can conveniently, that they 
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of giving them within the time the law allows in 

theſe caſes. | | 
6. Not to uſe any artifice to provoke \ or draw 

in others to the breach of the laws, in the inſtances 

afore-mentioned, or any of the like kind, that they 


may have an occaſion to inform againſt them. 


7. That in all their applications to the magi- 
ſtrates they behave themſelves towards them with 
deference and ane 


4 Specimen of an agreement for the e of a ſociety 

for reformation of manners. 

We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, out 

of a ſenſe of the duty we owe to almighty God, in 
. purſuance of his Majeſty's proclamation for the 

diſcouragement and proſecution of debauchery and 
profaneneſs, and for the ſuppreſſing of them, do 


x. That we meet weekly at — under the pe- 
nalty of — for each default, oa a Juſt cauſe, 
to conſult how we may be moſt ſerviceable in pro- 
moting the execution of the laws againſt * 


Wa and debauchery. 


That we uſe all proper means to prevail with 
men of all ranks to concur with us in this deſign, 
eſpecially ſuch as are under the obligation of oaths 
to do ſo; and in order to their acting vigorouſly 
therein, that we endeavour to perſuade them to 
form themſelves into ſocieties, at leaſt to have fre- 
Anga meetings for this purpoſe. 

3. That we encourage and aſſiſt officers 3 in the 
diſcharge. of their duty of diſcovering. diſorderly 
_ houſes, of taking up of offenders, and carrying | them 

; before 
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before the magiſtrates, and moteover endeavour to 


aſſiſt both magiſtrates and officers, by giving infor- 


mations ourſelves, as we have opportunity. 
4. That, for order fake, every member in his 


turn be chairman, unleſs any defire to be excuſed, 
for four ſucoeſſive days of meeting: that as ſoon as 


four members are met the chairman, or in his ab- 


ſence the next in order upon the liſt, that ſhall be 


made for that purpoſe, ſhall take his place;. and 
that from that time, to the breaking up of the 
meeting, we forbear all diſcourſe of . public news, 


or our private affairs, as alſo any unneceſſary diſ- 
putes upon ſpeculative and controverſial points of 
religion. or politics. 


. That when any thing is propoſed and ſe- 2 


chnet, the chairman ſhall put it to the queſtion, 
which ſhall be determined by the majority, and 
ſuch determination, till altered by a majority at 
another meeting, ſhall generally conclude every 
member of this ſociety, unleſs contrary to the word 
of God, the law of the land, or any one's conſcience. 


6. That if upon any matter in debate the voices 


are equal, the queſtion ſhall be again propoſed by 
the chairman at the ſame meeting, if more of the 
members come in, or otherwiſe at the next, or | 
; ſome other meeting. 


7. That it be part of the Ae of the d bee 


5 to take notice of the breach of any of our orders, 


to enquire of every member how he hath diſcharg- 1 
ed the buſineſs that was allotted him at the laſt 
meeting, and what difficulties he hath met with, 


in order to find out proper remedies: to read TIN 
the agreement of this ſociety once a month: 


hg 
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read over the minutes of what hath bean reſolved 
upon at the end of every meeting, and the liſt of 
the members, and to go or ſend to ſuch as have 


been abſent twice ſucceſſively, without a juſt excuſe 


known to ſome member of the ſociety; and the 
next time any ſuch perfon ſhall be preſent, the 
chairman for the time being ſhall put them in 
mind of the great impotence of the buſineſs they 


are engaged in, and of the obligations they have 


hid themſelves under, by their ſubſcriptions to at- 


tend the meetings of this ſociety. 


8. That we endeavour to find out proper per- 


ſons to be brought into this ſociety; and that no 
perſon ſhall be cropoled for a, member but when 
four or more of the ſociety are preſent; and that 


= ceedings in a book kept for that purpoſe. ._ 


1v. That the debates. and reſolutions of the 2 
73 1 be kept ſecret; and therefore no perſon ſhall 
WE be 9 to be preſent at any debate in any 
15 3 meeting that is not a member, unleſs upon ſpecial 
WY occaſion, and by agreement of majority preſent, 
1374. That we 3 upon ourſelves as under a pe- 
1. culiar obligation to pray for the reformation of the 
49 rag in general, and to implore the Divine direc- 
non, and bleſſing upon thas our VETO in 


panic ular. 
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none {hall be admitted into this ſociety till they. 
= have been propoſed at three ſeveral meetings, and 
1 are thought to be men of piety and temper. 
9. That in caſes of difficulty which ſhall occur 
ue conſult the learned in the law, or other proper 
BE perſons, that we by no means 8⁰ farther tun the 
ba will warrant us. 
10. That we keep an axes account of is our pro- 
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Publiſhed by the ſame Author: 
And fold by M. SWIN NEY, Birmingham, and 
all other Bookſellers in Town and Country, 
Wo = 
ACRED LITERATURE: ſhewing 
the Holy Scriptures to be ſuperior to 
the moſt celebrated writings of antiquity, by 
the teſtimony of above five hundred wit- 
neſſes; and alſo by a compariſon of their 
ſeveral kinds of compoſition. In four vols. 
Byo. price one guinea in boards, 
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A COLLECTION or PSALMS, 
HYMNS ax» SPIRITUAL SONGS 


I for Chriſtians of every Denomination. 


Price, ſtitched 28. 6d. 


111. 


A DISCOURSE on STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENTS. Price 1s. | 


N. B. This Diſcourſe contains the opi- 
nions of 16 Heathens, 13 Fathers, 12 | 
Councils, 13 States, 15 Churchmen, 2 Dif- 2 
ſenters, and 13 Catholics. | ; 


. „ 
A DISCOURSE ON THE VAST 
IMPORTANCE OF TRUE RELIGION. _ 
Price „% 
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